Abstract: The whitefly, Bemisia tabaci ( Gennadius) is a key agricultural pest in many regions of the world, and has been a destructive pest in China during the past two decades. B. tabaci is extremely polyphagous, feeding on hundreds of host plants, causing direct and indirect damage. Direct feeding by adults and nymphs induces physiological disorders in host plants, resulting in smaller production, shedding of leaves, and death in immature plants. The honeydew produced by the nymphs often causes stunting by promoting the growth of black sooty mold on leaves and reducing photosynthesis. However, the main damage is indirect: B. tabaci can transmit more than 100 plant viruses that damage many commercial plants.

